
 
 

 

  

The Red Wines of Austria 
Just 1/3 of Austria’s grape production is red.  Still, within that small percentage 
lies oodles of diversity.  Austrian reds are food-friendly and pair well with a 
variety of dishes including spicy casseroles, aged cheeses, barbeque, game 
meats, pasta dishes, and spicy Asian dishes.  
 
Below, you’ll find an overview of three grape varieties: Zweigelt, Blaufränkisch, 
and St. Laurent, all indigenous to Austria. They are unlike any  in the world and 
all possess a character that is distinctly Austrian. 
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Vineyard area: 6,476 ha, 14.1%. Today, it is the most  
widely-grown red variety in all of Austria's wine-growing 
regions. 
 
Wine: The variety brings slightly violet-reddish colored 
wines with soft tannins. Mature, full-bodied and long-living 
wines deliver tones of cherry. High-quality wines are ma-
tured also in barriques.   

Vineyard area: 3,225 ha, 7.0%. A native variety,          
Blaufränkisch is found in the all wine-growing regions in 
Burgeland and Eastern Carnuntum. 
 

Wine: This late-ripening variety is characterized by deep 

wood berry and cherry tones and characteristic acid. It can 

yield very pure wines with dense structure and prominent 

tannins with excellent aging potential. 

Vineyard area: 778 ha, 1.7%. This variety is found mainly 
in the Thermenregion and in northern Burgenland. Its 
growth increased by 87.5% between 1999 and 2009.  
 

Wine: St. Laurent delivers dark, sturdy, fruity and red 

wines with cherry notes. They are of high quality and have 

good ageability.  

Zweigelt 

Blaufränkisch 

St. Laurent 
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http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/full-bodied-1281/
http://www.austrianwine.com/our-wine/grape-varieties/red-wine/blaufraenkisch/


Zweigelt! Blaufränkisch! St. Laurent! 
The indigenous grapes of Austria 

 

This fall, Austrian Wine USA is seeing RED!  

 

Log on for more information about tastings & events in your 
area, tasting notes, food pairings, and loads of red-wine facts!  

 
AustrianWineUSA.com/Austrian-Reds 

Facebook.com/AustrianWineUSA 

Twitter.com/AustrianWineUSA 

 

Taste, experience, and learn about the red wines of 
Austria like never before! 
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